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BRIEF NARRATIVE, Sc. 


HE encroachments that have been 
1 made at different times on the com- 
mon and waſte-grounds of your pariſh by 
lundry individuals, having been much the 
topic of animadverſion and complaint 
lately it may not be impertinent to give 
a ſuccinct account of the buſineſs to an 
impartial public, who will Judge for them- 
; ſelves. 


No matter how many depredators there 
were, ſome did notoriouſly exiſt, and thoſe 
too, whole rank and honourable ſtations in 
life ought to have taught them more ho- 

nourable conduct. 
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The laſt act of uſurpation was that of 
R. T. Eſq. who, vithout thinking it neceſ- 
ſary to deviate from the accuſtomed mode 
that had been too long connived at of zabing 
without leave what beſt ſuited them, did, in 
conjunction with his father, encloſe about 
half an acre 1 85 their own : houſes on 
: the common. 


The event wp this indecent act will pro- 
bably be found fatal to the whole body of 
depredators: for this encroachment was 

ſcarcely ſenced i in, before a ſpirited gentle- 
man among you (Mr. We) ventured to 
_ openly complain of encroachments in a 
public veſtry.— What was the conſequence 
of this bold advance? Mr. E. than whom 
you have not perhaps a better citizen, never- 
theleſs, confiding in that open and as he 
preſumed ſufficiently legal permiſſion by 
which he had taken a certain ſection in 
Dragmire-Lane, was led to retort on Mr. 
We in a manner wholly ungentlemanlike, 
and charged him with perſonality, although 


ut was notorious that Mr. E. as an en- 


craacher had ſcarcely been thought of. 
The 


Ev 3 


The reconciliation that enſued might have 


been perfect, but for the obtruſive conduct 
of a gentleman of the faculty, who thinks 


it becomes him to defend his friends in every 
difficulty; ; but which led Mr. We to give 
notice that he ſhould agitate the buſineſs 1 in 


another veſtry, and he retired in evident 


diſguſt. 


8 


Previous to any further diſcuſſion, Mr. 


Wee had an opportunity of ſounding the 


ſentiments of the pariſh, when, exclufive 
of a majority of the reſpectable gentlemen | 
of the place, the lower, and perhaps more 


deſerving order of the people were palpably 


friends to his propoſal of redreſs. But when 
the day of diſcuſſion did arrive, the preju- 
dicies of party, with oppreſſive power, pines 


AifatinGumtgble: difficulties. © 


ö The meeting 57 was called to inquire into 
the encroachments, encloſures, and nui- 
ſances committed on the common and waſte = 
lands of the pariſh, and it was the proper 
deſign of Mr. W—e to gain a committee 
10 . into and n the ſame.— Than 
which, 
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which, what could be more reaſonable?— 
If encroachments did not exiſt, would not 
the ſhaft of calumny have been ſtunned? 
Have the honourable ought to dread that 
they ſhould recoil at examination * 


The proceedings of che prior 3 | 
(and which contained a requeſt to allow 
R. T. Eſq. to encloſe, or rather to retain 
what he had taken, and which had been ob- 


truded on the tail of that veſtry) being read, 


| «6 


„ 


that preſumptuous gentlemen (R. T. Eſq.) 
ſtood up to öffer the amende Honorable: 
He apologized for being the unexpect- 
ed occaſion of bringing forward an exa- 
* mination (which ought long ago to have 
© been made!) into the graſping acts of 


* others; that he really did not obſerve 
* what he had taken till it was finiſhed, 


and having far more weighty and impor- 
tant matters to attend, how ſhould he ſee 

« what was doing before his noſe | |—That he 
really was ſorry, but hoped gentlemen 
* would conſider the expence he had been 
© at in beautifying heir property—and he 
8 aſſured them that he would never do the 
| „ like 


* like again: — This very humble ſuitor 
moved the hearts of his hearers, and did 
nearly diſarm his enemies by humility. The 
conſequence was, that the permiſſion was 
carried by a majority of hands - among 


which, his own and his relatives appeared 
5 particularly conſpicuous. 


5 P—e next addreſſed this numerous 

and reſpectable meeting by exhorting them 
to unity—a fulſome panegyric on the ex- 
tenſive charities of ſeveral of the delin- 
quents, and concluded a time-ſerving ſpeech _ 
by commenting on the motives of the 


8 1 authors of this 1 wo ad 


VVT 
avert the ſtorm that was pending, began to 


urge the utility and heavy expence of what 5 


he had done for the public! © that he had 
% raten nothing without permiſſion,” and that 
He had given the pariſh as much ground i in lieu. 


As, ſuch, tacitly eſtabliſhing his right 20 oli, 


diſpoſe of; or deviſe away, the valuable com- 
mon property of the pariſh ! 7 


8.8. 


1 


S. S. Eſq. then offered his doubts of the 
competency of leaſe-holders to agitate this 
unlucky buſineſs - but he withheld admitting 

that nearly 8-10ths of the whole pariſh are 


of that deſcription, or yearly tenants who 


pay Scot and Lot.— His ſon alſo in an elo- 


quent manner reiterated the ſame doubts, 
and inveighed warmly on the great nuiſance 
of dunghills !—Thele gentlemen's authority 


would not haye had their wonted weight, 


if it had | then been gener ally known h that 
one 9 1 ben Was an ench n Vale, 1 25 


Poor We was at 1 8 to 
open the buſineſs, but ſuch were his per- 


turbations, and his modeſt deference to the 


great, that although he made bold and ani- 
mated general comments on the impoſitions 


exiſting, yet his fear of offence would not 
' allow him to recapitulate the encroachments 
in detail but cloſed his patriotic exertions 


with preſuming on fimilar propenſities to 
juſtice and confident relief, He moved that 
% a committee of twelve gentlemen be ap- 


pointed to examine into the encroachments 
Ke. in the pariſh and report the ſame.” 


The 
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IT be motion, which ought to have met 


unanimous approbation, was ſeconded by a 


very worthy gentleman, but whoſe indifpoſi- 


tion would not permit him to lay down that 
legal diſquiſition which the encroachers had 


ee was lo REY. 


W.T. A. Eſq. (Oak. of that r deſtription. 
alſo) roſe for that reaſon, it is naturally to be 


preſumed, and moved he previous queſtion! , 


In brief, the aſſertor of the invaluable rights 


of man, finding that a general conſternation 
and indifference, had ſeized his numerous 


friends in the meeting, was abſolutely con- 


trained to withdraw his motion. 


The _ of encroachments might have 


ended here, if unfortunately for the delin- 
quents, certain notorious proof of undue 


influence at this famous veſtry had not been 


diſcovered ;—if the bugbear of right of 


common to leſſees had not been ſpeedily ex. 


ploded; —ʒif the number and extent of the f 


depredations had not enfolded themſelves; 


and if the permiſſion that S. T. Eſq. had o 


mr aſſerted he was . of, 
a B 


— 


F W717 
could have been found, either on record or 
on memory,—This was not all, an order 
was iſſued, purporting to be the reſolve of 
the laſt veſtry, that two indigent and induſ- 
trious people ſhould remove their ſheds on 
this common.—lIt was their vote ; but like 
many others on the pariſh recor ds, was the 
N poſthumous. act of a /elef? junto, who re- 
mained behind to deliberate on their own 
advantages ! 


W a delay of ſeveral weeks, another 
veſtry was unavoidably called on general 
buſineſs. The confirmation of the diſgraceful : 
reſolve juſt alluded to, and of a ſenſible mea- 
| ſure that R. T. Eſq. had given birth to, 
though an inſult both on the juſtice and 
common ſenſe of that veſtry, gave Mr. 

W- an opportunity of offering his ſen- 
timents on the ſubject ſo generally the topic 
ol diſcuſſion: but as he was frequently 
interrupted, and as they have been errone- 

oully reported, we ſhall give the public a 
etch as near as we are able, of that gen- 
f demans s ſpirited Aeelamatian. 


„The 


K * 1 


The introduction of that buſineſs did ho- 


nour to the heart of its introducer; hat- 


ever may have been his animated zeal— 


he did that day prove himſelf, in the ful- 

leſt ſenſe of the word, a friend to the 1 inva- 
* luable rights of mankind. But it is not 
the motive it is not the man- it is the 
meaſure, chat candour will only attend to. 


„The irrefifiible force of e of 


power—and the ties of conſanguinity 
have choked the road to juſtice, and 
though you did quaſh the moſt equitable 

and moſt reaſonable motion that ever was 
* agitated in any veſtry, yet, be aſſured, that 
this pariſh will never reſt eaſy under this 
accumulated depredation on their pro- 


perty. 


I will not now enter into the minute 
diſquiſitions of the law, but Iwill preſume 


to ſay, that neither the pretended permiſ- 
ſion of the Lord of the Manor, or that 


of a veſtry, will * diſable you from a 
repoſſeſſion. 


J 


ce 


„(4 


60 


66 


66 


* 


cc 


cc 


4 


vs 


TY 


cg 


66 


- & 
cc 


= 


6. 


6 


_ 


E 


5 'The frantic zeal of the wilds of Ameri. 


ca hath been imputed to us: in that land 


of diſſatisfaction, where the reciprocal : 
rights of man are better underſtood than 
moral obligations; if an individual there pre- 
ſumeth to invade his neighbour's proper- 
ty—Brother Jonathan, our unalienable Patri- 


* mony 1s attacked—we are mfulted in our 


deareſt concerns before evening the fences 
would be levelled with the penn! 


5 The W « brotherly cites; 204 


the ſweet emanation of their boaſted cha- | 
* rittes have been alſo thundered in your 
ears. — He that throweth the firſt ſtone 


deſtroyeth the bonds of unity and pray, | 


are we gentlemen penſioners? or, would 


any one of us ſtoop to their vaunted 
donation ?*— No, gentlemen, the old 


adage 1s verified—Charity, ſweet charity . 
ho art thou praſlituted! began at home 't 


60 1 would, gentlemen, have ded = 


* It would have appeared prepoſterous to aſſert, that 


an obligation was attached to this wonder ful Benevolence to give 


away a conſu iderable annual ſum ! 


% you 


E 
you into the boundaries of power, into 
* the acres of ariſtocracy and have given 
you their preciſe dimenſions ; but walls, 
« fit for a Baron's caſtle, a Baſtile, or a Bench- 


oy 


Priſon, rendered the premiſes ! impervious 


to human eye and, when I could have 
* obtruded myſelf —Steel- -traps ! —ſpring- 
* guns !—ſlared me in the face—preſumpru- 


* ous man that thou art |—if thou ventureſt ; 
071 this hallowed ground thy life ſhall be the 
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« ſaeriſce Not contented, gentlemen, with 
having depredated on your property, they 
have placed on it the inſtruments of de- 
e ſtruction nor give you even © one longing, En, 


6c. © lingering look behind : P Which ever way | 
you turn yourſelf—theſe are the abutments 


« of power—thoſe the projections of ariſ- 


* tocracy !—Allured by this charming pot, 


« and by the opulence and pride of its in- 
4 habitants they made their laſt ſtand here. 
« Bleſſed be God—their hour of flight is at 
Fo hand—and perdition ſeize their courle ! Py. 


He then recapitulated ſome of the many : 


5 encroachers on the public property, among : 
| which, we were ſorry to obſerve 


1. 8. T. 


4 of B — 4. . 
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1. 8. T. half an acre in Acre-Lane, and 


the whole area before his houſe. 


wg in conjunction with 
3 
Eſtate of B. corner of Dragmire-Lane. 
3. Mr. | Juice B. adjacent to his houſe, 
and ſold to C. Eſq. 
Mr. L a ſhed &c. i in centre of common. 


C. Ee, a certain path and farm-jard in 
Dragmire-Lane. 


d ge in ſame. 


4. A Mrs. Fe 


« This rural acteſs to the village cannot now with 


0 proprity be called Acre-Lane. 


2. 4 The pariſhioners of St——m will even admit 
that this ſelection lapſed from you, was not theirs. — 
« When this man was aſked by what privilege he had 
« taken the common property, his reply was that he had 


« ſettled it with Mr. Fuftice B.] This gentleman is a 
ſort of Viceroy among you, and I will venture to pro- 
„ nounce that an inquiry into that buſineſs would be 


«, . of your attention. 


3. 4 This i IS about half an acre, and 22 int the parſh 


4-4: Poor 


12 1 


4. Mrs. D—s, a Groall creftion before * : 
door. 


Mr. H—5, two houſes &c. i in Nags Head 
Lane. | 


1 Mr. M—y, a ſrmall ſhed. 


6 W. T. A. a public: road adjacent to the 
Cock. 5 


Cum mullis able, | 


% Poor widow!—which ſhe had placed there ſor 

1 hes comfort and convenience. — Would it not have 
e been more manly to have added ſomewhat to her ſmall | 

erection? Then might ſhe have viewed on one hand 

* the greater encroachments of Mr. H—s, in Nag's- 

« Head-Lane; and on the other—thoſe of Mr. T. 6n 

the common, which would have afforded her ample 
room Jor ER. 


"yp « ] ſhould not have enumerated this honeſt man, 
4 hut for his reply on being urged to remove his ſhed. 
I have moved it, agreeable to vote of veſtry, and though 
but fix Inches yet, when I ſee thoſe great men, by 

95 40 whoſe examples 1 ought to be governed, take away 
their acres and half acres,— then will I take my little 
40 1 e A Oren 8 of a Roman Senator. 1 


1 When they have ſufficiently tucked the loch cor: „ 
porate they will attack the body corporal ! Your Cock 
and all i its appendages will lay de left you! * IE 
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The only reply that was made was a re- 
tort, that Mr. W. himſelf poſſeſſed encroached 
ground. But twenty-five years ago, a dif- 
ferent ſpirit actuated the ſons of old England. 


Mr. E—s could have proved (and you 


have not an honeſter 1 man, ) that he received 
upwards of £22 for removing the boun- 


3 


daries alluded to, ; only” four feet. 


3 


To conclude, whatever may he the event 


of an honeſt and patriotic contention for 

> your invaluable rights—whether it endeth 
.- demolition or no, we will venture to aſ- 
ert, that truth and Juſtice are on one fide, and 
that preſumptive obtrufion on their neighbours 
propertly, with confuſion and d: grace, muſt be 
eventually the portion of the other. But it 
nov reſts with the public. 


5 Ax ENGLISHMAN 
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3 The world ſhould alſo be told FA 3 he 


colleted encroackments'enhance the value ot the de- 
predators eſtates. upwards of £1500, yet they have had 
the addreſs to avoid paying any additional parochial rates, 
5 which in 885 N amount t to 50 pou cent. on Fur 
: rentals! | 
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